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Repeated Segments (RS)Repeated Segments (RS)



RS typologyyp gy

h ffl (d bl h) (ê /b• The « waffle » (double speech) RS (être en/be 
in, can+speech verb)

• The RS‐genre clichés (nous avons/we have, 
nous pensons/we think)nous pensons/we think)

• The RS‐structural clichés in French (de la, lieu 
de, part de, une fois, quant à, en effet)

• The RS representing individual discourse habitsThe RS representing individual discourse habits 
(ce dernier/cette dernière, etc.)



RS alignmentRS alignment



Focusing on the childFocusing on the child

• The discourse is centered on the child/children, 
who is/are the possessor/s in most cases:who is/are the possessor/s in most cases:

TEXT 1 TEXT 3 TEXT 5

Child 38 35 135

F il 1 3 44Family
member

1 3 44

Total 39 38 179



The child as a subjectThe child‐as‐a‐subject

• The child is generally the subject of the possessive• The child is generally the subject of the possessive 
relation (his/her attitude, room, worries, choice…)

h hild i l f l h bj f h• The child is less frequently the object of the 
possessive relation (his/her placement, admission)

TEXT 1 TEXT 3 TEXT 5

Child ‐ subject 36+1 31 127j

Child ‐ object 1 2 8



Semantics of the possessive RSSemantics of the possessive RS

• Expressing relationships, family links

• Expressing attitudes, emotions & opinions of the p g p
child mainly

TEXT 1 TEXT 3 TEXT 5

Relationships 5 10 65Relationships 5 10 65

Attitudes, … 
symptoms

22 10 50
symptoms



RS refencial typologyRS, refencial typology

• The relational RS: her father, his family, his 
educator;

• The descriptive RS: his feelings, his [bursts of] 
anger his willing;anger, his willing;

• The immediately evaluative RS: his abuse 
history

• The “institutional” RS: his fostering



RS through text sections (1 1 )RS through text sections (1.1.)



RS through text sections (1 2 )RS through text sections (1.2.)



RS through text sections (2 1 )RS through text sections (2.1.)



RS through text sections (2 2 )RS through text sections (2.2.)



Evolution of the possessive 
determiners

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

ses  1  4  6  6  19  26  34  41  41  42  42  47  51  51  51  51 
(‐5) (‐4)  (‐3)  (‐3) 

son 8 12 17 18 51 64 81 78 78 78 78 80 84 85 85 85son  8 
(‐4)

12 
(‐4) 

17 
(‐3)

18 
(‐3) 

51  64  81  78  78  78  78  80  84  85  85  85 

sa  4 
(‐4) 

9 
(‐3) 

13 
(‐2) 

15  32  42  56  57  57  59  59  59  60  60  60  60 



Longitudinal study (1)Longitudinal study (1)



Longitudinal study (2)Longitudinal study (2)



Samples of modificationsSamples of modifications

D ft 14 t 15Drafts 14 to 15

D ft 15 t 16Drafts 15 to 16

Drafts 21 to 22



List of modifications drafts 14 to 24List of modifications, drafts 14 to 24
DELETED ADDED

‐ His expectations, his
demands, his family (2 

‐ His father
‐ His well‐being

times) ‐ His previous experience, his
complex relationship with his family, 
his place as a unique boy

‐ His place [on] the group, 
his schooling

his place as a unique boy
‐ His [bursts of] anger
‐ His difficulty, his willing to stay, hisg y, g y,
feelings
‐ His parents, his work, his schooling

• Transformed: his family his home• Transformed: his family  his home



RS stabilizationRS stabilization



The child, the family and the social 
institution
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